23 March 2017
PROGRESS WITH OFFSHORE WIND CONTRACTS IN THE UK

Over the last nine months, ALE has performed almost 400 transport operations and executed over
300 lifts for multiple offshore wind contracts in the UK.
ALE has set up a dedicated facility and operations team who are working on several offshore wind
projects throughout Europe.
ALE has been contracted for the supply and deployment of cranes, specialised transport equipment
and personnel to perform the onshore heavy lifting, transport and pre-assembly for offshore wind
operations.
In Hull, ALE has been executing the handling and pre-assembly of imported towers, nacelles and
blades to be used on the Dudgeon offshore wind farm. With some rotor blades as long as 75m and
nacelles as heavy as 360t, ALE are adopting a Ro-Ro process (where possible) instead of lifting to
provide a safer and more cost effective method. So far, all components have been loaded-out onto
the vessel.
For the Race Bank and Galloper wind farms, ALE are providing a similar scope of work and are
currently undertaking the pre-assembly operations for all wind components to be utilised on the
respective wind farms.
Dave Smith, Projects Operational Manager based in Hull who is managing these projects, said: “ALE
has invested heavily in state of the art equipment, training and personnel specifically for these
projects. We achieved several key milestones throughout all three projects so far and will continue to
progress in our operations. Securing these contracts is a real indicator of ALE’s increasing presence
in the developing renewable offshore industry and ALE’s commitment to servicing this market.”
The wind farm project sites include Green Port Hull, pre-assembly base for both the Dudgeon
offshore wind farm 32km north of Cromer, Norfolk, which will generate 402MW of clean power, and
the Race Bank offshore farm 27km north of Blakeney Point, Norfolk, generating 580 MW; preassembly base for the Galloper offshore wind farm 30km off the Suffolk coast, which will generate
336MW, is in Great Yarmouth. These three projects will power over 1.2 million UK homes in total.
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Image 1: ALE loading-out a nacelle at Alexandra Dock, Hull, for Dudgeon offshore
wind farm.
Image 2: ALE handling and pre-assembling imported towers at Alexandra Dock, Hull,
for Dudgeon offshore wind farm.
Notes to editors:
ALE delivers a highly tailored, end-to-end service covering every aspect of the handling,
transportation and installation of heavy, indivisible loads, including lifting, transporting,
installing, ballasting, jacking and weighing.
ALE delivers strategic heavy-lift services to a wide range of sectors, including civil, oil and
gas, energy, nuclear, offshore, renewables, petrochemical, ports, marine, minerals and
metals and mining.
ALE has more than 30 offices across Europe, the Far East, Africa, America, South America,
the Middle East and Australia. It is fully compliant with international standards of safety and
excellence, including Quality standard ISO 9001:2008, Environmental standard ISO
14001:2004, and Health and Safety Standard OHSAS 18001:2007.
Further information can be found on the ALE website at www.ale-heavylift.com.

