20 April 2017
ALE COMPLETE OVER 26,000T LOAD-OUTS IN BAKU

ALE completed the ballasting load-outs of two jackets for the Shah Deniz 2 project in Baku,
Azerbaijan in July 2016 and in February 2017.
ALE was contracted by the jacket constructor BOS Shelf for the load-out ballasting of the
Production and Riser (PR) and the Living Quarters and Utilities (QU) platform jackets. This is
part of the much larger Shah Deniz project, where ALE has been contracted by different
clients to perform the lifting (using their innovative Mega Jack system), weighing, strand jack
skidding load-out, Load-out ballasting and load-out mooring for two topsides, as well as the
offshore floatovers of the topsides for a different client.
ALE started the load-out phase of the project in July 2016, providing the full external ballast
system and engineering, as well as the ballast system design and calculations. The jackets
weighed 12,369t – 13,977t respectively.
The jackets were loaded-out onto the same STB-1 launch barge, measuring 153m x 45m x
12m alongside the client’s push/pull skidding system. ALE utilised their barge level
monitoring and control system for close control and monitoring of the barge and the
environment during the load-out.
“We are delighted to have successfully completed the load-out phase of the project. Our
scope of work is extremely complex, using multiple services, techniques and equipment at
every stage,” explained Project Engineer Matthew Hodgson.
“For the load-out specifically, we utilised our offshore expertise to design and fabricate
bespoke piping in order to adapt the ballast system to existing ballast piping on-board the
barge. We are now preparing for the next phase, which will involve the load-out and floatover
operations of the topsides.”

ENDS

Image 1: The Production and Riser (PR) jacket built for Shah Deniz 2, operated by BP
in Baku, Azerbaijan.
NOTES TO EDITORS
ALE delivers strategic heavy-lift services to a wide range of sectors, including civil, oil and
gas, energy, nuclear, offshore, renewables, petrochemical, ports, marine, minerals and
metals and mining.
ALE has more than 30 offices across Europe, the Far East, Africa, America, South America,
the Middle East and Australia. It is fully compliant with international standards of safety and
excellence, including Quality standard ISO 9001:2015, Environmental standard ISO
14001:2015, and Health and Safety Standard OHSAS 18001:2007. ALE is also registered
and qualified in the Achilles Norway and Link-up systems, and is a member of both the
British Safety Council and the British Standards Institution.
Further information can be found on the ALE website at www.ale-heavylift.com

