19 April 2017
ALE ENHANCES SKIDDING CAPACITY BY 38,400T

ALE has designed and built a new self-propelled skid system, the SS800, with 800t capacity
skid shoes. In total, 48 800t skid shoes, 12 83t push/pull units and 190 5m skid tracks have
been built.
The 800t capacity skid shoe is a logical choice for ALE after the build of the 150t, 300t, 500t,
650t and 1,200t skid shoes. This fleet of skid shoes, with a capacity between 650t and
1,200t, gives ALE’s clients a lot more flexibility in their operation.
“We believe skid systems have a great future,” explained Ronald Hoefmans, Technical
Director. “The loads nowadays are becoming so heavy, but are still compact and need
compact transport systems with high capacity to move them.”
The system also has a new generation control system with stroke and pressure control, as
well as a variable skidding speed to reduce acceleration and deceleration during start up and
stopping of the movement.
The system was designed in-house in the R&D facility in Breda, the Netherlands, and has
increased ALE’s overall skidding capacity by 38,400t. These high capacity skid shoes are
suited for site moves, load-outs and other heavy transport work globally. They have already
been shipped to be utilised on their first projects.
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Image 1: A selection of the new S800 skid shoes.

Notes to editors:
ALE delivers a highly tailored, end-to-end service covering every aspect of the handling,
transportation and installation of heavy, indivisible loads, including lifting, transporting,
installing, ballasting, jacking and weighing.
ALE delivers strategic heavy-lift services to a wide range of sectors, including civil, oil and
gas, energy, nuclear, offshore, renewables, petrochemical, ports, marine, minerals and
metals and mining.
ALE has more than 30 offices across Europe, the Far East, Africa, America, South America,
the Middle East and Australia. It is fully compliant with international standards of safety and
excellence, including Quality standard ISO 9001:2015, Environmental standard ISO
14001:2015, and Health and Safety Standard OHSAS 18001:2007.
Further information can be found on the ALE website at www.ale-heavylift.com.

