21 December 2017
ALE COMPLETES KORCHAGIN TOPSIDE LOAD-OUT IN RUSSIA

ALE has completed the load-out of satellite platform (SP) topside, weighing 3,200t, for the
Korchagin oil field development project in Russia.
ALE was contracted to perform the engineering, weighing, jacking, load-out and offshore
pulling operations of the satellite platform (SP) topside, as well as the mooring and ballast
supervision for the project in Astrakhan.
The first stage of the project has started in November 2017 and involved jacking of the topside
to 1.5m, and weighing of the topside so the client could integrate skid beams in between the
topside and the desk-support frame (DSF) underneath.
In December, ALE performed the mooring and pulling operations using four SJ600 strand
jacks and two 300t capacity breakout jacks to load-out the topside onto the transport barge in
just one day.
David Le Masurier, Project Engineer for ALE – Offshore Services, said: “We are delighted to
successfully complete this complex operation. As the DSF frame had to incorporate the
offshore skidways, leading to a large transverse Centre of Gravity, it made the structure more
challenging to control during the ballasting operations. By utilising our in-house-designed
strand jack monitoring software and the barge’s internal ballast monitoring, we were able to
overcome and correct any deviation of the structure.”
The next phase will involve the offshore skidding of the topside on the substructure during the
floatover operations in the Caspian Sea. This is expected to start in 2018.
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Image 1: ALE performing the pulling load-out of pulling of the satellite platform (SP)
topside.

Notes to editors:
ALE delivers a highly tailored, end-to-end service covering every aspect of the handling,
transportation and installation of heavy, indivisible loads, including lifting, transporting,
installing, ballasting, jacking and weighing.

ALE provides strategic heavy-lift services to a wide range of sectors, including civil, oil and
gas, energy, nuclear, offshore, renewables, petrochemical, ports, marine, minerals and
metals and mining.

ALE has more than 30 offices across Europe, the Far East, Africa, America, South America,
the Middle East and Australia. It is fully compliant with international standards of safety and
excellence, including Quality standard ISO 9001:2015, Environmental standard ISO
14001:2015, and Health and Safety Standard OHSAS 18001:2007. Further information can
be found on the ALE website at www.ale-heavylift.com.

